
This year all of Year 8 has run away to the Circus! Westside Circus
to be precise. This innovative, premier physical theatre company,
in partnership with the Year 8 team, has developed a pilot
program to engage students in an exciting and demanding
experience. Students have been visiting the Westside space in
Fitzroy for a weekly two hour workshop since late April. 

As part of our new Interdisciplinary Learning (IL) program, the
Circus gives our students the opportunity to learn in a physical,
cooperative and stimulating environment away from the
traditional classroom setting. Whether it’s up on the triple trapeze
and cloud swing or closer to earth, tumbling, juggling, hula-
hooping and clowning, new skills have been learnt and
challenges met. 

Pyramids, group balances and trust games have also provided
the opportunity to challenge and support each other where
cooperation and consideration are literally ‘the name of the
game’. During each workshop, under the watchful eye of
talented circus trainers Luke, Sarah, Ailsa, Dylan and Noah,

Eltham North Child Care is also a successful business. The high
level of enrolment for its 85 places is due to its strong word-of-
mouth reputation. 

‘The ELTHAM Foundation Board has been pleased with the
performance of Eltham North. We have a very high regard for the
work of Sommer Dempsey and her first class management of the
Centre, both as a business person and as a carer, for some of the
youngest members of our community,’ says Foundation Chairman
Allen Williams. ‘She has set the standard to which all other
Foundation-owned child care facilities will be benchmarked.’

One of many outstanding features of Laurimar
Child Care and Early Learning is its building, which
includes a host of environmentally sustainable
design elements. This includes a solar-boosted hot
water service, a high efficiency heating and cooling
system, and extensive insulation in the walls and
ceilings. The orientation and design of the building
ensures maximum solar gain in winter and shading
in summer. 

The Asthma Foundation’s ‘Breathe Easy’ principles
were also incorporated into the interior design which
minimises dust gathering and maximises ease of
cleaning to keep the internal atmosphere fresh
and clean. 

As well as having a focus on health and safety, the builders of
Laurimar wanted to create an atmosphere that was fun and
interactive, which would match the programs developed by staff. 

‘What we have achieved in Laurimar Child Care and Early
Learning is a series of thoughtful and smart differences
compared to other child care facilities in its form, function, and
design, which includes making it friendly, interesting, and
comfortable for the children and staff,’ says Chris Seidler,
Managing Director of Seidler Project Development. ‘We
translated that into lots of curves and angles, and incorporated a
range of surfaces and finishes that will add interest. This includes
the playground with interactive garden spaces such as wash out
areas and soil pits for planting.’

‘The ELTHAM Foundation Board is delighted with Laurimar Child
Care and Early Learning and we think it makes a tremendous
and very necessary addition to the community. We are looking
forward to many years of wonderful memories for the youngsters
whose first experience of relationships and learning outside
the family home will take place at Laurimar,’ says ELTHAM
Foundation Chairman, Allen Williams.

Welcome
to the second edition of Connections, the publication
that celebrates the entire ELTHAM College of Education
community through the members of its key support
associations: ECCA, ExECS and Foundation.

Connections supports the sharing of news, ideas and
event information between these dynamic organisations
that work to friend-raise and fundraise for the College,
encourage parent and community participation, and
network with former students.

This edition of Connections celebrates some of the
exciting initiatives launched by ELTHAM and its key
associations in the past six months. These initiatives are
representative of the spirit of innovation which has
earned ELTHAM an international reputation as one of
Australia’s leading independent schools.

PAVILION OPENING
Ray Shaw, ex-Collingwood Captain, Margaret Kirkright and
family joined College Founder, Les Clarke, ExECS, Foundation
and ECCA members to officially open the Arthur W Kirkright
Sports Pavilion on Sunday 7 May. XX Football and XX Cricket
Club members enjoyed the long-awaited opening. 

Quoting ELTHAM Founding Principal, Des Davey, Les Clarke
recognised the late Arthur W Kirkright, former ELTHAM
Business Director: ‘To enjoy watching an Australian Rules game
with AWK was an experience in itself. You never knew where his
good natured banter would lead. Arthur’s premature passing
jolted us all into the realisation of the value but the transience
of life’s personal relationships and friendships. This occasion is
a fitting tribute to a College identity whom we now salute.’

Like the ovals, the Pavilion is about ELTHAM’s relationship with
the community. At weekends, ELTHAM is crowded with young
and older people participating in sport. We have community
soccer, AFL, cricket, tennis and basketball. Our ovals are
amongst the most widely used in the Shire. 

Saturday 29 July
7.00pm – ECCA
Dinner Dance
Grand Hyatt Melbourne

Tuesday 8 August
7.30pm – Student Council
Annual Fashion Festival
The Centre, Ivanhoe

Saturday 12 August 
7.00pm – 20 Year Reunion
(Class of 1986)
ELTHAM Hospitality
Training Centre

Wednesday 13 September 
7.30pm – ExECS AGM
Conference Room
ELTHAM College of
Education

Sunday 8 October
10.00am – 5.00pm
ECCA Food, Wine
& Fun Fair
ELTHAM Sporting Fields &
Hospitality Training Centre

Friday 24 November
7.00pm Inaugural
ELTHAM Years 5-12
Sports Awards Evening
Telstra Dome, Melbourne

Saturday 2 December
10.00am – 2.00pm
Second Hand Book Sale
Multipurpose Hall
ELTHAM College of
Education

10 Year Reunion 
(Class of 1996)
2006 date to be advised.
For more information on
this event, email your
name and details to
execs@elthamcollege.vic.
edu.au

For more information about ELTHAM’s Year 8 Program contact Michele Owen at the
Community Relations Office, email mowen@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au or telephone +61 3 9437 1421.

Further enquiries and enrolment details for Laurimar Child Care and Early Learning
should be made to Alicia Woodward at +61 3 9717 3741.

ELTHAM College of Education  1660 Main Rd Research 3095  PO Box 40 Eltham  Victoria 3095 Australia
Tel: +61 3 9437 1421  Fax: + 61 3 9437 1003  Email: registrar@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au  www.elthamcollege.vic.edu.au

City Campus  325 Flinders Lane  Melbourne 3000 Tel: +61 3 9629 9266

Roll up, roll up, for the greatest circus in town!

Further enquiries about Eltham North Child Care should be made to
Sommer Dempsey at +61 3 9431 4947. 

ELTHAM NORTH CHILD CARE GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

CALENDAR OF COMMUNITY
RELATIONS EVENTS 2006
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If it’s been a while since you visited us, an ELTHAM in Action tour
is a great way to get to know your school again. You’ll see how
young people are given the freedom to learn and make their
dreams happen. Join us at our Research Campus to see our
innovative programs in action and meet our students and staff.

Visit us to experience Freedom to Learn on the following
2006 dates:

JULY: Friday 28
AUGUST: Thursday 3, Friday 11, Friday 18 
OCTOBER: Friday 20, Thursday 26
NOVEMBER: Friday 3, Friday 10 

Junior Years Entry (ELC – Year 4). Tours leave at 9.15 and 9.30am

Middle Years Entry (Years 5-8). Tours leave at 9.00am, 9.15am
and 9.30am

Senior Years Entry (Years 9-12). Tours leave at 9.30am

For further information, please contact the Enrolment Office
on 9437 1421 or email registrar@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au

ELTHAM IN ACTION!

School Tours
This outstanding new facility was officially opened on Sunday 4
June by Danielle Green, State Member for Yan Yean. Whittlesea
Mayor, Councillor John Fry, also spoke at the event which was
attended by over 100 guests. Both Ms Green and Cr Fry praised
the centre for setting new standards in child care, highlighting its
child-centred focus and the environmentally-friendly and
asthma-friendly aspects of the design. 

Laurimar Child Care and Early Learning offer a new level of child
care to the Laurimar Estate development and the City of
Whittlesea. The design of this superb facility maximises play and
learning areas for children, as well as work areas for staff. The
architectural form and function make it a light, bright, and airy
space that has a sense of openness and tranquillity.

‘At Laurimar, we are a long day care that also offers kindergarten.
We employ people with a love of children who are dedicated to
developing a child’s self. Our focus is on the child’s needs.
Everything at Laurimar, from the building to the programs, has
been designed to further develop and entertain children. We
provide newborns to six-year-olds with child care and three- to
five-year-olds in early learning with an atmosphere that is
nurturing and fun," says Laurimar’s Director, Sommer Dempsey.

LAURIMAR CHILD CARE AND EARLY LEARNING
OPENS DOORS TO COMMUNITY

The official opening of Laurimar Child Care and Early Learning was celebrated by many guests
including: (L-R) ELTHAM Foundation Chairman Allen Williams, State Member for Yan Yean
Danielle Green, Managing Director of Seidler Project Development Chris Seidler, Laurimar’s
Director Sommer Dempsey and ELTHAM College Principal, Dr David Warner.

class groups play theatre games and physically warm-up and
stretch before embarking on skill development using specific
circus apparatus. 

As the weeks have gone by students have elected an area (aerials,
tumbling, clowning, juggling etc) in which they wish to specialise.
These disciplines were presented to an audience of Year 8
parents and other middle years students on Thursday 15 June at
Westside’s Fitzroy Circus venue in a thrilling performance.

The Year 8 team is very excited about the program. It has been
especially pleasing to watch all students work together in an
extremely supportive and focused manner. This year’s program
has been a pilot scheme and it’s hoped ELTHAM Year 8 students
will be making a spectacle of themselves for many years to come.

Rock pools, music programs and visits from local firemen are all
part of helping the children at Eltham North Child Care to develop
a sense of self. The focus on individual development in a warm and
fun environment has made Eltham North Child Care one of the
most highly regarded child care facilities in the community. 

‘Our focus every day is to make sure that each child goes home
feeling respected, heard and valued with a sense of belonging to
the community. We aim to provide the opportunity for each child to
broaden their world and feel comfortable in an environment beyond
their family. We believe that this builds a healthy confidence in the
child’s self,’ says Sommer Dempsey, Director of Eltham North Child
Care. ‘This is made possible by our dedicated staff. We have an
outstanding team of 25 professionals that provide their utmost in
creating a warm environment that feels as much like home as
possible. A minimal staff turnover reinforces this focus.’

Eltham North Child Care was designed and built with the child’s
enjoyment in mind, reflecting Eltham North’s belief from its
inception that the well-being of children must be its central focus.
Programs occur daily such as music, police visits and watching
chickens hatch. Ms. Dempsey and her staff make a regular
commitment to attending conferences that encourage new ideas
and programs to facilitate learning. 

‘Children find the programs exciting and interesting and these
are designed to see the child with unlimited potential. Knowledge
is drawn from each child by the influence of their relevant ideas
and through personal engagement between teacher and child.
We receive consistently positive feedback from parents about
what we bring to their children’s lives,’ says Ms. Dempsey.

Pavilion opening guests included:
(L-R) College Founder Les Clarke,
former Collingwood Football Club Captain
Ray Shaw, Margaret Kirkright,
ExECS President Justin Littlefield and
ELTHAM Principal David Warner.

Eltham North Child Care Director
Sommer Dempsey shares a discovery
with three- year-old Bryah.



The Eltham College Community
Association (ECCA) held its Third Annual
ELTHAM Golf Day at The Heritage Golf
and Country Club on May 9, 2006. The day
was a huge success, registering the highest
number of golfers and lunch guests, and a
significant net profit. A feature of the day
was to view the expertise of ELTHAM
student golfer, Brandon Rave. He was
‘auctioned’ to the winning team Fuji Xerox
who didn’t appear phased by the morning’s
strong winds on the course.

Much gratitude is owed to the event’s major
sponsors including: Fuji Xerox (Platinum),
Trident Computer Services (Gold), Clarke
Hopkins Clarke and James L. Williams
(Silver), Capital Finance, Britex Carpet Care,
Metro Canteens, Expert Glass, National
Australia Bank, Willis Insurance Brokers,
Hilite Electrics, Programmed Maintenance
Services, Trident Travel, Pattisons Insolvency
Specialists, Buildcorp and Darren Carnell 

Architects (Bronze). In addition, many
items were donated for the Lunch Auction,
which was conducted very professionally by
ELTHAM Principal Dr David Warner. This
gave a big boost to revenue for the day and
the profits will benefit ELTHAM students.

The Heritage Golf and Country Club
provides a challenging course and is a major
attraction to golfers. The morning’s golf was
topped off by an excellent lunch where
footballer extraordinaire Robert Walls spoke
of his transition from amateur football to the
professional game, and his coaching and
current high-profile media activities. 

ECCA’s Fourth Annual Golf Day is planned
for May 2007 with Fuji once again agreeing
to be the Platinum Sponsor.

Thank you to all participants for the
continued patronage of this wonderful
ELTHAM community event.

WELCOME YEAR 7S
It was all we hoped it would be! ECCA
organised five separate and very
successful barbecues for families of
2006 Year 7 classes at ELTHAM on the
afternoon of January 29, the first
Sunday of Term 1 2006. Each
barbecue was hosted in a different
area of the College grounds by an
ELTHAM family incoming from Year 6.
The event provided the right
surroundings in which to welcome new
students and families to the school.

We knew the children would have no
trouble getting to know each other,
but it was gratifying to see the parents
mixing so well at their first social event
at ELTHAM. A big thank you is due to
several 2005 Year 6 parent volunteers
who did so much to help plan the
event, set up the barbeques and to
welcome the new parents.

Refreshments, nibbles and musical
entertainment from College student
musicians created a wonderful
atmosphere in which to welcome new
parents to ELTHAM and to the College
community at large.  Congratulations to the
Hospitality students (and their supervisors)
for their fine efforts in looking after guests.

GOLF DAY RAISES $10,000

PARENT COCKTAIL EVENING

2005 YEAR 12
GRADUATES

REUNITE
2005 Year 12 students gathered for
an evening of College memories at
the ExECS Year 12 BBQ under the
Senior Years sails on Wednesday 8
February 2006. 

Anyone present at the barbecue
would not have thought students had
been absent from the College for a
mere four months – the summer
holidays had passed and there was
much to discuss!  After the students
munched on barbecue fare, they
headed to the D.D. Davey Library
Auditorium to view a DVD of their
Year 12 memories. The DVD
provided many laughs and each
student was provided with a copy
produced by talented ex-student
Evan Hancock as a memento of their
time at ELTHAM.

Hosted by the ExECS Committee, the
BBQ brought together students,
teachers and Community Relations
staff. The event is held annually by the
College and ExECS Committee to
congratulate and welcome back Year
12s and provide them with a forum to
socialise with ELTHAM friends. It also
provides recent graduates with the
opportunity to learn about the ExECS
Association, its aims, and opportunities
for involvement at a Committee level if
they wish to continue a close
association with the College. 

Mentors and students gather under the Senior
Years Sails for the 2005 Year 12 BBQ.

THE ExECS ELTHAM
SPIRIT AWARD

2006 sees the creation of a new ExECS
initiative: The ExECS ELTHAM Spirit Award.
This award is devised as a way for the
ExECS Association to give back to,
and be involved in, the current ELTHAM
community. Its objective is also to improve
the awareness and profile of ExECS within
the student body. It is hoped the initiative
will lead to a greater number of students
continuing their involvement in the school
and with each other as they move on after
their time at ELTHAM.

The intention of the initiative is to reward
Year 11 students who are living examples
of everything great about ELTHAM and
exhibit the unique spirit of the school. The
winner/s will become ExECS Ambassadors
for their final year at ELTHAM, spreading
the word and generating an appreciation of
the benefits of networking with their peers
and other Ex-ELTHAM Collegians. The
Award is open to all Year 11 students.
Application information will be distributed
during Term 3.

EXECS THE
ANNUAL 2006

Unfortunately, due to lack of
response, the 2nd Annual ExECS
Dinner was postponed. Our
apologies to those who had
replied or wished to attend.

MISSING IN ACTION
Can you help us to locate these
ex-students? 

Class of 1978: Elizabeth Bear,
Andrew Carmichael, Darren Edward,
Andrew Fueggle, Debbie Martin (nee
Pettingill), Nyrie Rattray Wood

If you can identify the above
individuals or there is someone you
need to find, please contact ExECS
at execs@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au.

spent four years in the US, in Chicago and LA,
working in tourism. I lost my hair but managed to
keep my brilliant good looks and rapier wit. I’m now
in Sydney, married with two children and the third
due at the end of March. I've worked for the NT
Tourist Commission for the last three years. My
greatest claim to fame would have to be as the owner
of the camel suit, taken from my bags at Sydney
Airport last year and worn by a baggage handler
across the tarmac. It’s bizarre seeing yourself on
CNN and Sky News and in papers across the globe.

Kristene Paschalis (1989)
After leaving the College, I worked in the family
business part-time until 1998. In that time, I also
completed more studies, as well as graduating from
Swinburne with a Diploma of Nursing, Division 2 (96)
as a mature-age student. I am currently a stay at
home mum to Savhanna, 7, and Mackenzie, 3 (boy).
My partner, Bill, and I have been together for 11 years
and in September ‘06, we are planning to get
married in Fiji. I joined the ExECS Committee in late
‘05 and I’m enjoying my new role with the school
after spending 13 years at the College as a student.

Duane Sword (1991)
I went to RMIT where I studied Engineering. I joined
Hewlett-Packard in Melbourne and lived in the
United Kingdom for two years, having been involved
in an acquisition. I then moved to Boston, USA,
where I have lived happily for the last five years. After
seven years with Hewlett-Packard, I am now involved
in VP Marketing with private company Empirix. 

Adrian Chase(1993)
After leaving ELTHAM in 1993, I studied computing
and applied physics at Swinburne before realising it
was not for me. I then worked as a computer operator
until I enlisted in the Australian Army in 1995 as a
chef. I was posted to the 5th/7th Royal Australian
Regiment in Sydney where I met my first wife in 1996.
We had two boys together and divorced in 1998. I am
now remarried with two children, a boy and a girl. I
work as the head chef of a very busy local restaurant.
Sorry I missed both the 5 Year and 10 Year Reunions.
It would have been great to catch up.

Penelope Eltringham (Nee Collins) (1995)
Days after my final Year 12 exam I got a job working
in insurance and 10 years later I’m still here. I
married in 2003 and had a baby girl (Madison) in
February ‘04. Thanks to all who made the effort to
come to the 10 Year Reunion. I’m sure you'll agree
that it was a great night. Hope to stay in touch...

Jeremy Diffey (1996) 
After working for Renaissance Cruises in Tahiti, I had
time off in Melbourne and spent my time writing and
performing. I then joined Celebrity Cruise and played in
the show band. There I met my wife, Rachel, a dancer
from near Bristol, UK. We've been working together on
the seas since then in the Caribbean, Bermuda, on the
east and west coasts of the USA, Alaska, and most
recently in Northern Europe (the Baltic Sea). We're
really looking forward to moving into our house in
Pascoe Vale and settling into a nice routine on land.
When we get back, I'll be concentrating on a number of
original musical endeavors including my jazz quintet
and various pop projects.

Christopher Diffey (1998)
I have recently relocated to London with Ted, my
partner of almost six years. I am currently studying
Opera, singing at the Royal Academy of Music on a
scholarship. I am also working (singing) around
London and the UK professionally. I live near the
Tower of London. I will be bringing our pets, Thor, a
Cardigan Corgi and Rufus, a Burmese over here next
year and then I will have truly settled in. Drop me a
line if you're bored or otherwise insane - love to
catch up!

Melina Chan (2000)
I recently finished my university degree part-time after
which I ventured to the States for a holiday.
Representing RMIT and Australia at an
Entrepreneurship Conference in Orlando, I had a
great time meeting the other delegates from all over
the States as well as hearing from the likes of Steve
Wozniak (Apple) and the founder of Cranium (award
winning board game). After the conference I traveled
for about five weeks before returning home for
Christmas and New Year.

Lucy Chesser (1985)
My daughter, Claire Atticus, was born in February
2005. When she sleeps - most days for an hour or two
- I do what I’ve always wanted to do, which is write
fiction. Before this year, I did a range of vaguely
unsatisfying things: an apprenticeship, a PhD in
history, taught at Uni and then high school (Year 11
Indonesian turned me into an Indonesian teacher!)
and investigated complaints for the Energy
Ombudsman. Oh, and I'm a very keen traveler. Now,
I live in Wangaratta.

Melanie Maciejewski (Nee Hobbs) (1987)
I have done a lot of different things since leaving the
College but have finally found where I belong with my
beautiful family (husband Jason, daughter Phoebe,
5, and son Max, 2) at home in the hills of Belgrave (a
renovators nightmare!). I am still in contact with
quite a lot of ExECS and am looking forward to the
20 Year Reunion.

Lee Stack (Nee Deviny) (1987)
I've spent the past 15 years in the Victoria Police
force, working at metropolitan stations in the
northern and eastern suburbs before spending two
years as an instructor at the Police Academy. I
recently transferred to the Heidelberg Crime Desk.
Married in April 2005, I'm expecting my first child in
June 2006. I have two step-children, aged 6 and 8,
who eagerly await the arrival of their new brother or
sister. My husband is also in the Victoria Police force,
currently a member of the Dog Squad. We've just
finished building our home in Wonga Park, and
moved there in June 2005. 

David Cox (1988)
I’ve lived in France and backpacked through India,
Nepal, and Europe. I lived in Canada for a year and 

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
Biographies

For more information about ECCA please contact ECCA President,
Lionel Ward at ecca@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au

For more information about ExECS or to include your brief biography in the next edition of Connections,
please contact ExECS President, Justin Littlefield, at execs@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au

FROM THE
ARCHIVES

Thank you to Robyn Lake (nee Berry),
Class of '82, for identifying most of the
students in our last archive photo, which
features students returning home from
their first day of school in 1974. ‘I knew
that photo straight away as my brother,
Stephen Berry, is centred in the shot.
This photo appeared on the front page
of the Herald Sun and we have a copy
of the photo’, said Robyn.

Individuals identified (right to
left) were: Russell Lockwood,
Glen Smith, Stephen Berry,
Unknown, Unknown, David
Dunne and Glenn Gowlett.

Win a free run around the
Orienteering course if you
can name the foundation
staff member pictured below.

XX CRICKET
The ELTHAM Collegians Cricket Club has
recently finished what has been regarded
as the most successful season in the
club’s short history. With a number of the
First XI players taking a year off to travel
and play in the UK, the expectations for the
season were fairly low. However, the
positive effects of the new Arthur Kirkright
Sports Pavilion club rooms, and a
concerted effort by the club to become
more professional at training, outweighed
the loss of these players. In the Money
Shield Semi-Final, ELTHAM Collegians
were defeated by Lalor Stars by only five
wickets to finish the year a very
respectable third. The Second XI did
almost as well, finishing fourth.

It must be said that after having no official
home since the merger between ELTHAM
College and Kangaroo Ground, the
introduction of the Pavilion has been a
welcome change for everyone involved. We
now have a home of which we can be proud
with a great viewing area, air-conditioning,
couches and a nice big TV. The Club would
like to thank all those involved in providing
this fantastic facility, which will help to
ensure the future success of all the
College’s sporting teams.

2nd XI Finals Side. Back Row: (left to right) Mark
Valerio, Jake Bullen, Nathan Mcpherson, David
Prentice, Matt Mcpherson, Tim Miller and Drew
Anthony. Front Row: (left to right) Daniel Hoyne,
Luke Evered, Nick Jones, Richmond Phare and
Daniel Row. 

XX Football
The Eltham Collegians Amateur Football
Club is approaching the 2006 season
with great anticipation and is keen to
build on the improvement shown in
2005, having completed an extensive
and well-attended pre-season. 

The appointment of Matthew Blagrove
(Class of ’95) as senior coach has been
a key factor in creating a sense of
optimism at the Club. Since taking the
position, he has made a definite impact
on the culture of the Club, both on and
off the field. Matt is one of the best
footballers to graduate from ELTHAM
College, having spent two years at
Carlton Football Club in the mid 90s
before moving on to Preston Football
Club. It is great to have such a well-
credentialled coach at our club. 

John Galvin enters his second year as
Club Captain with Ryan Foo Vice-
Captain. The Reserves are defending
their premiership from last season under
the guidance of Paul Gregor with Club
veteran Brendan Evans as Captain. As of
mid-May the Eltham Collegians AFC is
enjoying an excellent season. The senior
side is the only undefeated side in the
VAFA D4 competition. The reserves side
has lost only one game and is well
positioned for a successful season.

The number of recent College
graduates joining the Club continues to
grow and the Club certainly invites all
members of the ELTHAM community to
be part of its growth in the future. For
more information on the Club, visit
www.elthamcollegiansfc.com

ELTHAM in concert at the
Hong Kong Cultural Centre

The drum tower in Beijing.

Year 7 parents Sabine
Kouts, Letizia Zumbo,
Cathy Smith and Sara
Hansen enjoy an
opportunity to socialise at
the 2006 Parent Cocktail
Evening

WEB NEWS
Our new website is finally online but
unfortunately not without some minor
teething problems! Please bear with us
while we endeavor to rectify the
problems and improve the site. We
hope you will all take the time to
browse the site, update all your details,
offer suggestions and keep in touch.
There is also a new ExECS survey link
available on our web page to help us
to better serve our members.

LOGON & WIN
at www.execs.org.au

Our competition to encourage as
many ExECS as possible to update
their details continues. With the
new and improved website now up
and running, we hope more of you
will logon.

The next round of double movie
pass winners is:

November: Frank Pytellek
(Class of 1979)

December: Emma Jones
(Class of 1987)

January: Melina Chan
(Class of 2000)

February: Doug Haslem
(Class of 1992)

March: Felicity Blackstock
(Class of 1993)

April: Lauren Williams
(Class of 2003)

Congratulations to you all. Your
passes should arrive in the mail
shortly.

The Club has a great group of students
and is fortunate to have a band of very
supportive parents. These parents
provide encouragement to junior
players on match day and fill vital roles
including team managers, acting on the
committee and providing transport. We
always seek new members, particularly
juniors, and parents who are interested
in becoming involved either as a player
or non-player in the Club.

If you or your child have any questions
in respect of the Club or are interested
in membership please contact Peter
Roberts (President) on 9439 8502,
Debbie Medforth (Junior Coordinator)
on 9438 2089 or Len Heid (Treasurer)
on 9439 1443.

ECCA took the opportunity to extend the
hand of friendship to parents of new
students and all Year 7 parents at its Parent
Cocktail Evening on February 17, 2006.  The
event was held at Swipers Gully, ELTHAM’s
Hospitality and Viticulture Centre, which
provided a great opportunity to showcase
one of ELTHAM’s finest facilities.

The Friends of Music (FOM) group began in
the early 1990s with parents providing
library assistance to the music department.
The group was also instrumental in raising
much needed funds for the Concert Band
tour to England in 1996, Spain in 1999 and
China in 2004. For many years now, FOM
has been a wonderful support to hundreds
of College musicians.

Our vision is ‘Families Nurturing Music’
and our aims are to:

Broaden the musical culture at
ELTHAM College of Education

Promote communication between
ELTHAM families and music educators

Give practical and financial support to
ELTHAM’s music program

Enhance the profile of music at
ELTHAM

Along with our students, we share a deep
passion for music. We get enormous
pleasure from attending concerts, solo
performances, music competitions and
House Music. One of our ongoing projects
in recent years has been to bring some of
Australia’s most highly respected
musicians to the College for our exciting
Artist-in-Residence program. Students
value the opportunity to interact with
professionals who present new and
creative ways of making music together.

Friends of Music is the number one fan
club of our music students. For further
enquiries please contact FOM President
Greg Lack via the College Music Office.

ELTHAM musicians benefit
from their international tour
experience.

FRIENDS
OF MUSIC
NURTURES
MUSICIANS

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
The ECCA Tennis Club was established
some years ago with the support of
parents, ECCA and the College. The
club now has 15 teams including
juniors playing Friday night and
Saturday morning, and seniors playing
in various men’s and women’s mid-
week evening competitions. At present,
some 60 ELTHAM families are involved
in the Club including current and
former students plus parents. In recent
years the Club has had considerable
success, with the majority of both junior
and senior teams consistently reaching
the finals and a number going on to
win their respective pennant.

The objective of the Club is to develop
the social and sporting attributes and
self-confidence of students. To this end,
a professional tennis coach has been
engaged to provide a weekly coaching
session free-of-charge to members. The
club also offers subsidised entry for
junior members in the Melbourne
Levelers Series. A Club Championship is
proposed for later in the year with
Melbourne Park as a potential venue. At
the end of each season a family BBQ is
held at the College during which all
students are presented with medallions
as an acknowledgment of their
participation and efforts, and pennant
winning team members receive trophies.


